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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF STATE SCHOOL ORGANISATIONS — FUNDING 

262. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education: 

I refer to the minister’s attempt last week to explain why she has cut the funding of the Western Australian 
Council of State School Organisations by $70 000 in this year’s budget.  

(1) Has the minister ever looked at WACSSO’s website? 

(2) Has the minister read WACSSO’s publication “The Effective School Council”? 

(3) Is the minister aware yet that WACSSO stands for the Western Australian Council of State School 
Organisations and organisations are defined in the WACSSO constitution as more than parents and 
citizens associations? 

(4) Is the minister aware that the current 2007–10 service agreement between WACSSO and the 
Department of Education—that is, the minister’s department—requires WACSSO to provide free 
training to all members of the school community, not just P&C members, and that training sessions are 
open to any school, not just those schools with an affiliated P&C? 

(5) Why — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland, I will accept four questions. I will give you an opportunity to ask a 
supplementary question later.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Mr Speaker, the fifth question is brief and is the key part of the question. I am tired of 
you protecting this minister.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland, I have given a ruling. Other people in this place would observe that 
generally we enable four questions to be asked, depending on their complexity. I am counting that as the fifth 
question. I will certainly give you a supplementary question.  

Point of Order 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Mr Speaker, I ask for your ruling or information as to why you are cutting questions short 
when you regularly allow ministers to waste time speaking for six to seven minutes saying absolutely nothing.  

The SPEAKER: There is no point of order.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

I think it is really interesting that the member has asked me almost the same question two weeks running. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected.  

Withdrawal of Remark 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, unfortunately, the member for Midland accused the Minister for Education of 
telling a fib. That is not the case and I would ask her to withdraw that.  

The SPEAKER: Before I rule on that point of order, I did not hear that accusation, if it was made. I am sure the 
member for Midland will know whether she made it or not. If you have, member for Midland, I would ask you to 
withdraw. If you did not, I do not have any further comment to make.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I withdraw, Mr Speaker. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Dr E. CONSTABLE: Last week I recognised the good work that WACSSO has done for many years. It is a 
peak body. One of the things that I omitted to add to my answer last week, which I will inform the house of now, 
is that not only does WACSSO receive a substantial sum of money in its grant—indeed, it has been cut—but it 
also receives about $93 000 worth of in-kind support for telephone, office space and so on. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: They’ve always done that. That’s not new.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: It may not be new but I think it is worth putting on the record. 

(1) In answer to the member’s question, yes, I have looked at the WACSSO website. 

(2) Yes, I have looked at the publication on school councils. 

(3)–(4) WACSSO’s main role as a peak body is to represent the P&Cs but with schools being the complex 
organisations that they are, WACSSO shows an interest beyond just P&Cs to other things happening in 
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schools. We will often see the president of WACSSO commenting on a range of things in the media, for 
instance, when asked to do so.  

As I read the website and understand, WACSSO’s main role in terms of school councils is to provide support to 
parents who might be representatives of that council. They do not have an overarching role in running those 
councils. School councils do not have to engage WACSSO to do that. It is only if they wish to do so. Yes, I have 
seen the website and I have read the publication.  
 


